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Dear Sir: 

Pvirsuant to 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98, the references listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449 and/or 
Substitute Form PTO-1449 ("Form 1449") are submitted for consideration by the Examiner in 
the examination of the above-identified patent application. 

The full consideration of the references in their entirety by the Examiner is respectfully 
requested and encouraged. Also, it is respectfully requested that the references be entered into 
the record of the present application and that the Examiner place his or her initials in the 
appropriate area on the enclosed Form 1449, thereby indicating the Examiner's consideration 
of each of the references. 

The submission of the references listed on the Form 1449 is for the purpose of providing a 
complete record and is not a concession that the references listed thereon are prior art to the 
invention claimed in the patent application. The right is expressly reserved to establish an 
invention date earlier than the above-identified filing date in order to remove any reference 
submitted herewith as prior art should it be deemed appropriate to do so. 

Further, the submission of the references is not to be taken as a concession that any reference 
represents art that is relevant or analogous to the claimed invention. Accordingly, the right to 
argue that any reference is not properly within flie scope of prior art relevant to an examination 
of the claims in the above-identified application is also expressly reserved. 



The Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: 



3 within any one of the following time periods: (a) within three months of the filing date 
of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 
37 CFR 1 .53(d); (b) within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .491 of an intemational application; (c) before the mailing date of a 
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first Office Action on the merits; or (d) before the mailing of a first Office Action after 
the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114. 

I I after (a), (b), (c) or (d) above, but before the mailing date of a final action under 

37 CFR 1 . 1 1 3, a Notice of Allowance \mder 37 CFR 1 .3 1 1 , or an action that otherwise 
closes prosecution in the application, and includes one of: 

□ the Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e) (see "Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e)" 
below). 

or 

□ the fee of $180 set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(p) (see "Fees" below). 

I I after the mailing date of a final action under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 3 or a Notice of Allowance 
imder 37 CFR 1.31 1, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application, 
and on or before payment of the issue fee, and includes the Statement vmder 
37 CFR 1.97(e) (see "Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(ey' below), and the fee of $180 as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p) (see "Fees" below). 

I I after the mailing date of a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311, and on or before 
payment of the issue fee, and within thirty days of receiving each item of information 
contained in the Liformation Disclosure Statement, and includes the Statement under 
37 CFR 1.704(d) (see "Statement under 37 CFR 1.704(d)" below), and the fee of $180 
as set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p) (see "Fees" below). 

NOTE: This is for original applications except applications for a design patent, filed on or after May 29, 
2000, wherein a paper containing only an Information Disclosure Statement in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.97 and 1.98 is being filed. 

Copies of the References 

I I Copies of all of the references listed on the enclosed Form 1449 are enclosed herewith. 

I I Attached to each reference not in the English language is a concise explanation of the 
relevance pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(3). An English-language equivalent/patent, or an 
English-language abstract, or an En^ish-language version of the search report or action 
by a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application indicating the degree of 
relevance found by the foreign office is being submitted in lieu of a concise explanation 
of the relevance pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(3). 

I I A copy of the intemational search report is enclosed herewith. 

I I The references listed on the enclosed Form 1449 were previously identified in the 
parent application(s) of the present application, and copies of the references were 
fijmished at that time. Accordingly, additional copies of the references are not 
submitted herewith, so as not to biirden the file with duplicate copies of references. The 
Examiner is respectfully requested to carefully review the references in accordance 
with the requirements set out in the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure. In 
accordance with 37 CFR 1 .98(d), the details of the parent application(s) relied upon for 
an earlier filing date xmder 35 USC 120 in which copies of the references were 
previously fiimished are set out below: 
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U.S. APPLICATIONS 


Status (check one) 


U.S. Applications 


U.S. Filing Date 


Patented 


Pending 


Abandoned 


1. 










2. 










3. 











Fees 



M No fee is owed by the applicant(s). 

□ The IDS Fee of $180 under 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(p) is enclosed herewith. 
Authorization to Charge Additional Fees 

[3 If any additional fees are owed in connection with this communication, please charge 
Deposit Accoxmt No. 12-0913. 



Instructions as to Overpayment 



□ 



Credit Account No. 12-0913 
Refund 



Date: May 2, 2007 



Respectfully submitted, 




QrsSPCW. Peters, Reg. 
BARNES & THORNBURG LLP 
P.O. Box 2786 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-2786 
(312) 357-1313 (telephone) 
(312) 759-5646 (facsimile) 



CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 CFR 1.8 

I hereby certify that this INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (alonjg with 
any documents referred to as being attached or enclosed) is being electronically filed via EPS 
WEB addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on 
the date shown below. 



Date: May 2. 2007 
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Please type a plus sign (-*-) Inside this box — ^' 



Substitute for FORM 1449A/B/PTO 

IIMrVJKMA 1 IWIN UIOLrLUoUKt: 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 
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Filing Date: 
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RAHN, Christopher W 
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Confirmation Number: 
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Examiner Name: 
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Sheet 1 of 1 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 






U.S. Patent Document 








Examiner 
Initials 


Doc. 
No. 


Application or 
Patent Number 


Kind 
Code 


Name of Patentee or AoDlicant 


Date of Publication 


Filina Date If 

1 II II Im L^CIV^^ II 

Appropriate 




BA 


4,027,582 




O'Connell 


06/07/1 977 






BB 


4,083,295 




Hollingsworth 


04/11/1978 






BC 


4,577,080 




Grossman 


03/18/1986 






BD 


4,908,222 




Yu 


03/1 3/1 990 






BE 


5,010,221 




Grossman et al. 


04/23/1991 






BF 


5.406,882 




Shaanan 


04/18/1995 






BG 


5,618,570 




Banks et al. 


01/08/1997 






BH 


5,638,739 




Shaanan et al. 


06/1 7/1 997 






Bl 


5,771,777 




Davis 


06/30/1 998 






BJ 


5,775,206 




St-Gelais 


07/07/1998 






BK 


5,809,867 




Turner et al. 


09/22/1 998 






BL 


5,880,441 




Hartman et al. 


03/09/1 999 






BM 


5,913,963 




King 


06/22/1999 






BN 


5,952.028 




Lesser 


09/1 4/1 999 






BO 


6,007,853 




Lesser 


12/28/1999 






BP 


6,038,963 




Patterson et al. 


03/21/2000 






BQ 


6,079,318 




Davis 


06/27/2000 






BR 


6,324,966 




Joergensen 


12/04/2001 






BS 


6,339,985 




Whitney 


01/22/2002 






BT 


6,401.597 




Stettes et al. 


06/11/2002 






B U 


6,520,070 




Heczko 


02/1 8/2003 






BV 


6,561,080 




Feeney 


05/1 3/2003 






BW 


2002/0096055 




Heczko 


07/25/2002 

































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Foreign Patent Document 






Translation 


Examiner 
Initials 


Doc. 
No. 


Office 


Application or 
Patent Number 


Kind 
Code 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 


Date of Publication 


Yes 


No*+ 

























































OTHER - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Doc. 
No. 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, 
magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number (s), publisher, city and/or 

country where published. 


Translation 


Yes 


No*+ 
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EXAMINER I DATE CONSIDERED 



* A concise statement of relevance is being submitted in lieu of a translation. 37 CFR 1, 98(a)(3). 

+ An English-language equivalent/patent, or an English-language abstract, or an English-language version of the search report or action by a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application indicating the degree of relevance found by the foreign office is being submitted in lieu of a concise explanation of 
relevance under 37 CFR 1.98(a)(3V 



